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Detergent Cleaning Increases 
Transmition of Pathogens
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Fig. 3. Number of colony-forming units (CFU) of bacterial cells transmitted from untreated S. aureus dry-surface 
biofilm (DSB) per touch. Black horizontal line in the graph indicates the infective dose (15 cells/cm2 or 1.18 logs/cm2).

Treating the dried surface biofilm with 5% neutral detergent increased the transmission rate of dried 
surface bacteria 10-fold

Fig. 4. Number of colony-forming units (CFU) of dry-surface biofilm (DSB) bacterial cells transmitted from detergent treated 
Staphylococcus aureus DSB with the number of touches. The infective dose is 15 cells/cm2 1.18 logs/cm2.
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